PATHWAYS CENTER
for GRIEF & LOSS

GRIEVING THE DEATH OF A
SPOUSE OR COMPANION

There are many areas of your life affected when you transition from being a “couple” back to a
“single” person. The loss of a spouse or companion can bring significant changes in many of the
activities of daily living that you used to share with someone else. How do you continue to
function in a world that is suddenly so different from what it once was? While frying to adjust to
this major loss and all the changes involved, consider the following:

You may find yourself turning to discuss an idea or question with your loved one
after he or she has died. This is a natural response, and many people find it helpful to
continue to talk to their loved ones.

Let others know how they can help. You may be reluctant to express your needs at
first, but you might find it easier when you can be honest with others about what does
and does not help. Friends and family will appreciate your honesty and are better able
to support you if they know how you are really feeling.

Know that your circle of friends may not realize how difficult it is for you to socialize
with them as a “single” person. Be honest, and try to continue your relationship in
new ways that allow you to feel more comfortable and in control.

Your feelings about your home may have changed. Consider waiting before making
any major changes with your home, as some have eventually drawn comfort from
what they initially wanted to avoid.

Are you uncertain, or even agonizing, over what to do with your loved one’s personal
possessions? Although others may give you their suggestions, it is ultimately your
decision. Trust your instincts about when it feels right to go through these items. Do
not force yourself before you ate ready. Keep in mind there is no right or wrong way
to do this. Everyone’s timetable is different,

If you are struggling with a special day such as an anniversary, choose one or two
others to talk with about it. This may feel less burdensome to you, and can help others
be mozre sensitive to your needs.

Evenings and weekends can be especially difficult. To lessen the potential for feeling
overwhelmed, look at each day in small segments of time. Think only about Friday
evening and what you want to do that night. Then make a small plan for Saturday
morning, such as going to the bank or store, without thinking about the whole day.

Your anticipation of certain days or events can actually be more difficult than the day
itself.

(over)
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e Be careful not to confuse “time by yoursell” with “being lonely.” As you slowly
adjust to being single, look for times when you feel comfortable being by yourself.
Not all “alone” time has to be “lonely” time for you.

e Although it may bring pain and tears to remember and talk about your loved one,
continue to include them in conversation and honor their memory. You don’t ever
want to forget the importance that person played in your life. Find safe and nurturing
places to talk about your spouse or companion, and find ways to express how you are
still feeling.

If you are confused with the myriad of emotions that you feel, fry to live in the moment and
accept them as they come. If something makes you laugh, rejoice in the feeling it brings, even if
it is just for a short time. After a major loss, people often feel they need to hold on to their
negative emotions to prove the love they shared. This is a misconception. All of your emotions
can be a testimony to your relationship. In time, you will have more moments of joyful or
comforting recollection and fewer moments of painful reminders. These times become the legacy
of your loved one that you carry forward and pass along to others as you begin this new chapter
in your life.
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PATHWAYS CENTER
for GRIEF & LOSS

GRIEVING THE DEATH OF A CHILD

The death of a child is a unique grief experience. Parents always expect to outlive their children
and naturally feel a responsibility to protect them. When parents are unable to prevent a death
there is an increased potential for guilt to complicate grief. This may make it difficult to seek
support from others, leading to feelings of isolation. Consider the following:

Bven if you have experienced other losses, the pain from this loss may be very different.
You are grieving the loss of a future - the hopes and dreams you had for your child.

There is no “right way” to grieve. Your experience is unique to your needs and situation.
Beware of the fallacy of believing you should be coping a certain way by a particular
time.

You may never reach an acceptable answer for the question, “Why?” Part of the grieving
process is learning how to live with the unanswered questions.

You may experience intense anger — at God, the unfairness of the situation, medical
personnel or others who may have been involved in the death.

Others may find it difficult to face the reality of losing a child. You may therefore feel
alienated from those who do not know how to respond to your loss.

Look for support beyond family and friends who may also be overwhelmed by your loss.

Seeing other children around the age that your child would be can evoke a variety of

feelings. Be gentle with yourself as you discover what you need in coping with these
situations.

If your child lived with you, take time with the decisions about when to go through
his/her things and what to do with the bedroom. Each individual and family is different in
their grief and their timetable. Do what is right for you,

Look for meaningful ways to honor the memory of your child.

In time, your grief will produce healing. Healing does not mean forgetting. You will always
remember your child. Eventually the memories will bring comfort and help you discover new
meaning in life.
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